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lights, His Charity. and Bounty were large and exten- 
five ; and reach’d not only to what-ever Objects came 
in his way, bur to all that he could find, by an Induftry 
feetrom Oftentation, and that plainly fhew’d his own 
want. of Opportunities to do Good, was as great as 
that of others to receive it. He had a publick Spirit, 
immenfely Large and perfectly Sincere ; and a Greatne!s 
of Soul, fuffcient to alorn the higheft Birth, and to 
proclaim the adyantagcous Difference between the Ro- 
niin anxi Coritian Honour and Nobility. His Genero- 
fity excended even to the Relicts and Deftendents of 
good and worthy Men; and became the happy Inftru- 
ment of Providence, in Rewarding the Pofterity of Res 
ligious, aud Loyal Anceftors. His continual Exercife of 
tis Viseue vaftly exceeded the intentional Devotion 
of a Thoufand pafthumous Charities. He was Accef 
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nmért, “BOPLE are f entirscly taken up with falfe. 

ith it ) Reports and idle Rumours, and pay. fo much. 

Xe Regard and Attention to imaginary Evils and 

I, ang Pifafters, that a real folid Lofs does not affect 

1 thei them in the manner it ought; now make 

MA chofé lafting Impreffions on their Minds, which the Na- 

ncho!y IM cure of the Calamity requires. When Good and Great 

ton ol Men are taken away from the Evil to come, and remo- 

1, willl ved ‘out’ of a World, full of Confufion and Diforder, 

cere and. almoft reduced to Atoms by the Feuds and Conten- 

yal tions that reign in it ; and as often in danger of being 

’ Oftcal ist on Fite before its Time, by thofe violent Heats and 

sht tell Gequent Eruptions which continually Infeft it ; there 

8 Holl eno doubt, ‘but Death, in that Shape, to wife and holy 

ly thei Perforis; mature in Years and Virtues, comes in all the 

able Appearance of a welcome Meffenger,.and beftows.a 

Dito Favour from the Almighty ; byicalling up a faithful 













Breach Servant to higher and more durable Honours, ax! toa’ 


me ol Place nearer Himfelf. But to-us, who, are left behind, 
reality 0 a degénerate Age, thinly:fet with fhining Liglics and 
at tefl unblemifh'd Examples, to a Church and Nation fur- 
> WO'lIE routded® with a‘boiftcrous Sea, and. agitated with con- 


it fa, 


of a firtual Storms and Tempefts, fuch a Lofs is a Curie and 
a 4 


4 Punifimient: and as much to be Lamented; as the 


Prin Lofs of a skilful Pilot in adangerous Paflage, or of @ 
the faithful experienc’d Guide upon a difficult and peril gus 
hereby Journey, Reflediions of this Nature, however dilagree- 
th th able to our Choice, which would rather fix upon-more 
Te 20M enrertaining-Objeas; canhét poflibly be avoided, ar che 
N evil arrival of fitch melancholy News, as fenfibly damp'd 
hat WM the Joys of the lat Week: I mean the Deach of a Great 
Hl MM and Excellent: Primate. of our Church, the moft Reve- 


rend Father ‘ini God, Dr. Febn Sharp, Lord Archbifhip 
of York; who for many Years was an Ornament to the 


Retorm’d Religion, and: a» Publick Blefling to his. 


Couritry. , 
One cannot be too carly in doing Juflice to the Cha- 
rater of this bicotuparable Prelate ;-and in diftinguith- 
ing the Sint, whilff his Memory is frefh amongit us: 
Becaufe it is’ impoflible to fay any good of him, which 
Mankind wil] not readily atreft. He had all the Treafures 
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prey 
S ‘1 of antienr and modern ‘Learning, which. were necef- 
oa Be fy to vender him a perfec Mafter of Divinity ; in its 
se Co WO Main Branches, Preaching and Controver{y. He 
on a Thought, and Spoke, and Wrote with inimitable Clear- 
ei 7S: His Expreffions were a Covering for the, Truchs 
aa of Chriftianity, like Cryfal, folid, durable and tran- 
pode Parent. dn his Perfon and Behaviour, 3 the Chuch 


and the Senate, at his Table and in his Retirements, he 
_ all the ‘nararal unaffected Proofs of Primitive 

prightnefs and Integrity: But to the honeft Plainnefs 
and Simplicity of the Cyprianick Age, he added all those 
refined Graces and Japrovements of modern Brudition ; 
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Which my Lord of York wholly employ'd in the a 
fing of Truth,and the ‘Service of Religion. 

Mean or Trifling, Sowre or Ill-natur'd, ever came 
from him ;:fearce from any Body elfe in his Prefence. 
was far from being of a retir'd Monaftick Temper ; 
but had all chat well-grounded Chearfulaefs, that decent 
Affibiliry and Humanity, which ftruck a Luitic spon 
all his other Virtues, and made the Imitation of him 
anfinitely defirable and pleafing, As His Grace was the 
Delight of all Mankind ; fo all Mankind were his De- 
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which others aflame to gain Applaufe to themfelves,:and - 


fible, Complaifane, aixd Courteous to a furprizing De« 
grees and his good Na:ure made no difference in Ha- 
bits, Fortunes, Stations and Degrees. Pity and Com- 
pallion feein’d to be a part of his Nature; and flow’d 
divectly trom his Heart. He might rather be faid not 
to know what Refentment was, chan to ftifle.and fup- 
prets it. No Man of a more forgiving Temper, lefs 
aequainted with Injuries, or better able to bear them. 
Aiiiil all our Party-Piques and Contentiéns, I do not 
remember any onc fingle Crtature, fo wretched and 
abandon 'd, as to deferve being call’d an Enemy to My 
Lord of York; tho’ even that Iniquity might eafily be 
patdon'd; becaufe of the Title ix h1d to fis conflant 
and ¢ffigacious Prayers. He perfectly underftood the 
Meaning and Meafures of Afid:ration; and left the 
World without excufe for Qurrelling about the Word, 
when they faw it fo fully Explain’d in His Grace's Life 
and Converfation. All the Relations of Life ftood con- 
ftantly before him in the cleareft Light ; and the feveral 
Duries annex'd to them fhew'd themfelves in the high 
eft, Beauty and fiireft Order, as they tore an exa@ 
Psopeition and Refembiance to his Practice. He en- 
deavour'd to make all, who were Born of him, plac'd 
vider him, or, known to him, more worthy of that 
Benefit, by being more ferviceable to the Church and 
State. Few Men Rife as he did, by thofe Vireues of 
Towlinels and Submiffion, which, in a corrupt Age, 
feem rather ro have a tendency another way ; and thefe 
he had fully learn’d and exercis’d, long before he me- 
rited to have no orher Superior but Gal and the Queen. 
Theie are uisiy, «who will value tlie hereditary Honours 
they .cnjoy, and fiudy to improye them, from the Ad- 
vantage they thereby had of being Converfant_awith 
this Incomparable Prelate; who never contraéled a. 
Friendthip, without enlarging thofe Virtues,* upon 
which it was at firft founded, He was Juft, Equitable, 
and impartially Good;.to fuch a degree, that if the 
World does. but ufe Him, as he treated all Mankind, 
there will be no occafion to fay, that he was One of the 
Befi of Men living, His Temperance was fo great and 
exemplary, that lus Senfes and bodily Appetites bore 
no Proportion to thofe of his Mird; to chat fpiritual 
Senfation, which was perpetually fearching after the 
pureft Obdjects, and: never could be fitisfy'd, but in 
that bleficd Sate, whither he is new removed. His 
Underftanding and Confcience were two great Lume 
naries, moving together by unalterable Concert; as 
refnarkable for their Puriry and Lufire, as for ah 





»* 
























by» ) 





eadinefs of their Courfes. He lov 4 Truth, 
Pay the vain Curiofiry and uncertain Dift-uit of 
a fearches aiter it; but with gll the Delight 
@placenty ot the happy wife Van, who has 
Mapand jong enjoy @ it. His Word and Promife 
Werte efteem'd Elpuivalods to the fisme ft Securities : His 
Veracity fo free from Blemith, and fo fully attefted by 
common Confenr, thar rr is become-a Sim to Praife 
him, but upon the fulleft Knowledge and the cleareft 
Grounds: However his bouildlefs Candéut is at leaft a 
Reafon, why his Name, which is alt that Remains of 
him, fhould have Juftice done it; aud when Interett is 
no more, ét would be equally Criminial, got to proclaim 
that of him, which the ceparted Saint cannot now hear; 
and which all, who are left behind him, will hear with 
pleafure, and unanimoufly foftify. 

Ia his Farpily,.cvery thing was manag'd with fuch 
adinirable Regularity, as if all his Care and Wifdom 
had been confin'd to that Sphere only. His Retirements 
were divided between St and Devotion. Ar his 
Table there was that decent Freedom and Alactity, that 
hofpitable Abundance and Plenty, which became the 
Dignity of his Station and Charaster, and the Libera- 
lity of his Difpofirion. Had Wolfry been to dittate 
Splendor to him, ftill his Converfation muft have been 
the beft Part of the Entertainment. He redoubled the 
Efieem and Veneration of others for him, by aiming 
only at their Love ; and loft nothing of the Archii/inop 
in the very good Meighbour and obliging Friend. The 
Charity, which flowd from his Table to his Gate, was 
¢ cant! magnify'd by the manner of beftowing at: 

se to Fe Souls as well as Bodies of the Poor ; 
aud naturally Jed them to a grateful Remembrance of 
their Maker, when they faw fo lively an Image of him 
in one of his moft faithful Srewards. His Delight in 

ivate Charities Could not be well conceal’d, but the 
Meares of his Bounty in that way are a Secret, only 

wn totum, who fhall one Day reward them open- 
ly. In his Chappe) and Devotions, he was fo Intent, 
and abfiracted from the World, that the Duty look’d 
saorc like Pleafare and Enjoyment: And fuch an un- 
aite“ed Humility and holy Ardor accompanied his daily 
ra of ovr moft Excellent Liturgy, that it fenfibly 

















































iftus'd it {elf thro’ all, whohad the Advantage of 
saying with him. 
In kus Provinde and Diocefe, he acted with all that 
wholfome, but gentle Authority, which became thic 
irirual Father of the Cle y and Laity. He fo far 
wuited thofe twa Orders in AffeStion and Love for eath 
other, which their firft lafticution’ plainly tended to 
prone thar they offen join’d together to give publick 
of their high m and Veneration for him ; 
ad of the irrefiflible Force and Influence which his 
aes had upon them, to compel them to Love and 
ny. He was conftant in his Reflence, regalar in 
his Vafations ; and by his fteddy and uniform Adherence 
to the and Ordinances of the Church, accom- 
ny’d with a true Chriftian ea and Gentienefs, 
fe rity for the Epif- 


lager ee 
d< on, which is one o | guifhin 

Nes the Primitive Puri ligion. No Man had 
a more tender Concern for the Refurm'd Ineref abroad, 
por more tel bY ere the * ood 
da Goret d, that it might bea ftanding Pat- 

a for all cd Bean Tee Diftipline, whol 
Becay he often . ange bis tried “7 — ee 
eo xefiore, appear'd truly Reforming an icinal un- 
der his Government ; and hate the Canon was In- 
we the Ends of it were anfivered by the Force of 
his ple. As his Province made a neble Byrrier 

inaft Preibyiery fo it was ‘much for the‘Honoar and 
Foscreft oft wach, that fuch a Primare was placed 
im if, who, in the Peron of a fugle Archbifhip, could 
Trew the bordering Schifmaticks more Crrifiidn Virvaes, 
n ~ An met together in a whole Cla/: or Affewb'y 
tbyters. 

In the Senate, his Opinion and Judgment were of the 
greateft Weight, and his Veraciry aid Sincerity had ne- 
wer been call’d in‘Queftion. He fpake with all imagi- 
ndble Clearnefs and Solidiry, apon the moft important 
flbjects ; and very {liom or ever entred into any De- 





bares, which tutn’@ alrogedicer upon private Figu. , 
Intere!t: Bur he faw at once thro’ the Merits and Joy, 
dency of every Caufe, which any ways affcced ti, 
Conftiution in Church and Srate ; yof which he y.. 
a confumumate Judge, and an mulardie Friend to bo: 
Here he alsvays exerted high ty and difchare’y },. 
Contcience, with regard as well to his Coutfitry as to thy 
Sacred Isuit-sepoted in him, in fach a manner ; tha 
he was always confiftent with himfeif, and fure to ha,. 
God and the Onecw of his Party. : 

His Works will be ever admur’d, as the Standard of 
good I’reaching, fo long as the Englifh Tongue and the 
Protchant Religion temain ia. avy degree of Puriry 223 
Pertecion. Readers haye it not in their Power 1 
with for any Addition to the Holy Entertainment, that 
is-before them, wnlefs it were the Graces of his Elo. 
cution and Delivery. The important Subjects, of which 
he has Treated, are fo juitly and-clearly fated, in ( 
fine a Stile, fo exact a Method, and with fach Serengt) 
and oor, ye Reafon ; chat whoever 
by fe the bef pune of the Poston 

part osmange: And fo true 
and lively a Spirit of Religion runs thro’ all his Dif 
courles, that they feem to. be as much the Distates of 
his Prattice, as of his Underftanding, 

For the Honour of the Britif Court, 1 can fay, thy 
fince a late wi y Reign, there are few Years, in 
which he was notin high Troft and Favour. Why. 
ever Factions, whatever Arts or Corruptions may pre- 
vail, eminent Exampics of Loyalty and Picty wil 
naturally attragt the Norice of .a State, ‘that is not 
over-fond of its own Ruin; and éven the Envy raisd 
againft thofe Virtues muit ferve to diftinguith them, 
¥ cannot come into their Opinion, who-will not a: 
low my Lord of York to be a: very great Politician; 
till I firft fee it made out, that au Abhorrence of all 
Chicane and Artifice, a Steddinefs in Principle, ands 
Confiftency in Behaviour, are dite Folly and Mit 
management. It is certain, he made.a great Pary 
for the Church, by: his unfhaken Confaincy and ex 
emplary Integrity ; and becaufe every one, who knew 
his Principles, Knew the Man, therefore he was the 
lefs liable to be deceiv’d in his Friends, when both 


He +a They and the Common € WEE to 
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He had the advantageous Mi of prefiding in 
the Church, for many Years of le = Diforder: 
In which Time, he had frequent Op portunities of gi- 
ving Proof’ of his unfhaken Zale egrity ; wher 
ever any Innovations were atrem int Religion 


in general, or the Cherch of England and his owa 
Order in partioular. He was not farisfy'd sith a tame 
Bewailing of thefe Attempts, but undauntedjy placd 
himfelf in the Gap, and oppos'd them with a tm: 
Chriftian Bravery and Refolurion. He-dfien faw the 
Chureh befet with Enemirs, both fram within aad 
without ; and tho’ not openly Perfecuted, yet violently 
oppos'd and ditt ‘d ; and the moft inveterate br 
mity to Her made a of Honour, and a fure Tite 
to Reward. Ar left he faw Her Deferted even by He! 
Once moft Zealous Friends, and to whom he had m 
ny Perfonal Obligations ; and yet he remain’d the fai 
fteddy unalterable Lover of the Church df Engiad 
and accompanied Her thro” all Her Diftreffes, till Six 
was lappity reftored to a State of Honour and Safets 
His Condu&t before the Revelation, fhew'dihim to be 
ftrenuous Oppoter of the idolatry and :Corruptions 4 
the Church of Rome; and his Behavidur, both at ant 
after the Revolution, made'it apparent, how juft a Sent 
he had of that Deliverances. when, he promoted eve 
ry thing, which tended to the Reftoration and Efe 
blithment of the Conftieution, that had before bees 
leffen'd and invaded ; and as bravely oppos’d evel 
thing, that tended to a ‘tusther Change and Alret* 
tion in our Laws and Religion, which were-afrerwett 
attempted ‘by another fort of Tyranwy. They wi 
iifift altogether ‘on ws Grace’s Condué at this Jun“ut, 
would do well to imitate him in all the other Pars 
his Life; and then we fhould have fewer Enemies “ 
- Church, and lefs Trouble and Diforiler in 
State. 


on 





LONDON: Printed tor John Morphew, neaw Stationers-Hal. 1713. 

































